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every side we are beset with dangers, difficulties, and cala-
mities ; nowhere lasting joy or permanent rest is to be
found. In vain we may go in. cf nest of health and happi-
ness ; both are chimerical objects nowhere to be met with.
Everywhere we meet with afflictions.

In speaking of the anatta, or illusion in which we are
miserably rocked as long as we stay in this world, our
philosopher is equally eloquent. If we consider with some
attention this world, we will never be able to discover in
it anything else but name and form ; and, as a necessary
consequence, all that exists is but illusion. Here is the
manner we must carry on our reasoning. The things that
I see and know are not myself, nor from, myself, nor to
myself. What seems to be myself is in reality neither
myself nor belongs to myself. What appears to me to be
another is neither myself nor from myself. The organs of
senses, such as the eyes, the ears, &c., are neither myself
nor to myself. They are but illusions, or as nothing
relatively to me. The form is not a form ; the attributes
of a living being are not attributes ; beings are not beings.
All that is an aggregate of the four elements, and these
again are but form and name, and these two are but an
illusion,'destitute of reality. In a being, then, there are
two attributes, form and sensation, that appear to have
some more consistency than other things. Yet they have
no reality; their nature and condition is to be destitute of
all reality and stability.8 Penetrated with the truth of

8 In this  latter part   our   author    and treats our senses in like manner,

clearly explains his opinion on this    They are the instruments that procure

world, that is to say, on all that exists,     unto us a general illusion.    But the

He states at first, in general terms,    senses, what are they?   They are dis-

that what we see and perceive by    tinct from  us.    By a strict analysis

means of our senses,  possesses no    we find them to be but a compound

reality;   it is a mere illusion.    Our    of the four elements, liable to dissolu-

ignorance of the real state of things    tion and destruction.    A living being

deceives us, by making us believe in    has certain attributes which are the

the reality of objects that have no-    supports of his existence;  but those

thing but an ephemeral and illusory    attributes are equally a compound of

existence. He proceeds a little farther,    the elements, subjected to the same